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Going for broke: Thanks to t

Pre works better than your typical Shimano LX bike.
was the steepest production head angle we've ever

but the bike was 73° That's steop!
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he Shimano DX upgrade on shifter and brake levers, the Park
The geometry an our test Hammer
tested, The brochure claimed 729,

No holds barred

You've probably never heard of Park
Pre Bicycles, but if the Hammer 15
an example of their workmanship you will
soon. The Park Pre Hammer is a $590 off-
road bicycle that hae features normally found
on $1000-and-up iron. Park Pre has only
been building production mountain bikes
fior one year, but before that they were a sup-
plier of forks, cast lugs and miscellaneous
hike bits to other bike manufacturers. Using
their vears of interaction with the American
marketers and Thiwanese bike builders, Park
Pre decided that they could do a betier job
than the big names they were working for.
The result is a four-bike lineup comprised
of the Catalina city bike, Catalyst trail bike,
Hammer off-road bike and the upper-end
£950 Sledgehammer.
PRODUCTION FRAME WORTH
SPENDING TIME WITH

A close look at the Tange MTB chromoly
{rame will reveal construction touches that
rival the best of the custom builders, The
cable guides are slotted, sleek and form-fit-
ting to the top tube (although the front de-
railleur cable does run under the bottom
hracket). Normally on under-5600 bikes you
find cable guides that are pieces of slotted
tubing welded with a blob on the top tube.
Not so the Park Pre Hammer.

The Hammer s seat cluster is an impres-
sively designed work of art. The seatpost
slips into the cluster via an investment cast
lug that functions as a reinforcing collar for
the seal tube, rear brake cable hanger, fast-
back seat stay lug and seatpost binder
mount. The rear brake hanger is among the
cleanest rear brake routing systems we've
EVEr SEen.

Tange MTB chromoly tubing, which has
been the workhorse tubing of the off-road
industry for the last seven years, is TIG-
welded together with what we can only as-
sume are good welds. We can only guess be-
cause the TIG welds have been fillet-finished.
Extra material is applied over the welds,
filed, sanded and polished to give the Park
Pre the look of a fillet frame. A few years
apo a fillet frame was considered 1o be the
ultimate construction technigue. In the rush
to mass-produce frames, most of the time-
caonsuming fillet artistry has been aban-
doned. The Park Pre is one of the few pro-
duction bikes still harkening back 1o the
sleek welds of the old days. Classy touch,

Beefy 1.125-inch curved and slightly ta-
pered fork blades are enhanced by Park




Pre's own investment cast cantilever bosses
and Koski-style front dropouts. Other nice
touches in the chassis departiment are an
pvalized seat tube ot the bottom bracket,

Model: Purk Pre—Hammoer.
Price: $5%0
Frame slzes: 15 17", 19% 21°
Gruppo: Shimano Deore LX
Manufacturer: Park Pre Bicvcles, 5245
Kozuko Cr., Moorpark, CA 93021; (805)
529-5865,

chromaoly stem (with double binder bolts for
the handlebars), moderate tire clearance for
mud nding, good-quality paint, double water
bottle mounts and very sturdy resr dropouts.

Dhige Usace UN/LNSRES \

Since we originated the six-speed tandem, the performance
of @ach component is evaluated yearly by our design and
production staff. Quality, satety and durability are part of the evaluation criteria. If the components are the finest, the
bicycle is the best. Wouldn't you rather have a Team Sport? = If you have seen our Team Sport and you think there
is'nothing new under the gun in tandems, then you must see our new hybrid tandem, the Team Sport CX. On the road,
on the beach or in the rolling hills;, the Team Sport CX will take you anywhere you want 1o go in style and comfort

Roland Distributing Corp.

Roland Racing, 4268 Clark Rd., Houston, TX 77040
Tel.: (713) 460-2600, Fax: (713) 690-4252
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COMPONENT COMPATIBILITY

We hate Shimano LX shifters and brake
levers. That may seem harsh, but it is a rela
tive statement. When vou compare the gual-
ity of the upper-end Shimano XT and DX
components to the LX parts, vou can easily
build up a small grudge, A quick glance af
the Park Pre will reveal Shimano L% derail-
leurs (front and rear), LX cranks and LX
cantilever brakes. It is o foregane conclusion
that LX shifters and plastic brake [evers will
follow suit. Not so! The Park Pre boys up-
graded the shifiers and brake levers to Shi-
mang DX parts. Awesome!

With DX brake levers and DX under-the-
bar shifters in place, the LX demilleurs work
with an air of superiority over their name-
sake brethren. Park Pre should receive kiados
and laurels for spec’ing the Hammer with
the DX upgrade.

Tires are aggressive-looking and decent-
performing 2.0 Blubber Comps slipped over
lower-end Araya RX-7 rims {in a functional
silver color) and laced to Shimano LX huhs

IT'S A WELL-BUILT PIECE

There is no doubt that the Park Pre is a
well-built piece of equipment, but how does
itride? It didn’t take ten feet before the firs|
test rider came back to ask for a few adjust-
ments. In the ensuing weeks every test rider
wanted (0 make changes to the Park Pre's
setup, Most asked for a shorter stem. The
stock 4.75-inch-reach stem is long, and there
is no doubt that the Hammer would he bet

HUGE SELECTION!
* & TITANILIM BIXE BRANDS
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¢ CONVENTIONAL BRANDS
" WORLDWIDE SHIPPING

SUPPORTI
"YOUR LOCAL BIKE SHOP
“IF THEY DONT HAVE IT. CALL BG
" THAL ACTESS - JOIM CORBA & IMEA

)

ter suited with a considerably shorter arm
Second on the request list was 1o have the
Avocet saddle shid farther back on its rails.
Owr 18.5-inch frame (measured center to 1op
of top tube) had a 22.5-inch top tube length,
11.5 inches of ground clearance. 16.9-inch
chainstays and 1.7 inches of fork offset.
We'd slide the saddle back and agree that
it needed & shorter stem when test riders
asked for ane, but we never told them why
the Park Pre had them in a quandary—bur
we knew!

The Park Pre has the steepest head angle
of any off-road bike we have tested. The 73.
degree head angle is steeper than the 72.5.
degree seat angle. Combine the sleep, up-
right head angle with a long stem, 1.7-inch
fork offset, medium-length top tube, ultra-
short 4l-inch wheelbase and the result is @
twitch-o-matic. What the test riclers feit, and
were trying to compensate for, was the rad-
ically aggressive steering response. The Ham-
mer wanis to turn, It tucks under when you
whip it, snaps from root to rock on single
track and demands respect on downhills of
even the most modest incline,

It would be easy to say that this js g jam-
mer's bike, but it's more than thar. It's a
road bike, More than likely the Park Pre had
no intention of making the frame this steep,
If they did, they are riding at a plateau far
gbove mortal man, Park Pre planned the
Hammer to have a reasonable, bur still ultra-
steep, 72 degrees. They promise that the

A

Rear brake: No chintzy cable guides for
the Hammer. Park Pre used a special cast-
ing that doubles as a seat tube reinforcer,
fast-back seat stay mount and buflt-in rear
brake cable guide.

glitch on our test bike will be fixed before
they unleash a production run on the trails
of America.

This bike is too well made to be held back
by an anomaly on the production:line jig.
Park Pre claims, and we believe that they will
follow through on it, that all production
line Hammers have g T2-degree head angle.
The results would instantly make the Park
Pre Hammer ane of the hest buys in off-
road riding. |

1306 5. PACIFIC COAST HWY., REDONDO BEACH, CA 0277
INNE-5177  FAX (21303358007
HOURS: M-F 10.7, 54 56, 50 11.5

"FRODUCT CATALDG W/WEIGHT INFO
" MTB EVENT INFO
" LOCAL TRAIL MAPS {STORE OMLY

JOIN Us!
" BUNDAY OFF ROAD FUN RIDES
“MTB RENTALS AVAILAR] £
*TRAIL BUILDING - CALL
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STRATOS | STRAP KACK,

Only $19.95 or Two for $37.95

a 16.9-inch chainstays and & 41.75-inch

tall bottom bracket, a 22.75-inc

#

wheelbase Finally there's an affordable bike rack for your pickup truck! |
As usual, setup on the Rocky Mountain

T ——

was spot on. Made in Japan, the frmmes are
sent (0 Canada where they are aligned and
wsembled. The 32-spoke wheels are all
d-built by Wheeltech and use l4-gauge
DT spokes with Wolber AT-18 rims. Ritch
v Megabite tires are the rubber choice. The

Stratos has pood wheel clearance up front

and fair clearance in the rear
CANADIAN ROCKIES

Every time we get 4 Rocky Mountain (o
test it ends up getting pretty well abused. As
with all the others, the Stratos did 2 good
job in standing up to the wrecking crew. The
bike is a bit pricey for the Shimano Deore
DX gruppo, but you're not getting the usual lsas O valcro-tvpe fostener so there's
made-in-Teiwan mountain bike, either. With Ing your bikes

e ROYRIIEARS Of L SOPAE 1Op tube, short * Two STRAP RACKS con be used together

fo hold four bikes
er riders were able to ride the bike and still
enjoy the !:|'||_.':'.|'- top tube length. A 28 H ’”
pound bike is light enough to throw around srrap One n TOday' L)
in the singletrack, but not so light that it gets - To Qrder

no risk of scratct

airy on fast descents MNam Iy e

Rocky Mountain has a reputation witl hociclr s City tate D KWD
the wrecking erew of building innovative Suantity s TrUCH Compact il si3es ENTERPRISES
and relinble mountain bikes. The Stratos hecy/monay order payable 1o KWD Enterprises
lives up to that tradition, -all the whi rx A a0 O LAk
taining the incréasingly rare appearance of Scid S3.00 s A i a0 K
being an aluminum bike Pem———
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